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Education
Ph.D. in History and Sociology of Science, University of Pennsylvania, May 2022
· William Helfand Graduate Fellow, 2017-2022
· Graduate Certificate in Social, Cognitive, and Affective Neuroscience 

· Dissertation: “Chasing the ‘Intact Mind’: Autism Discourse, Policy and Practice, 1943-present”

· Dissertation Chair: Beth Linker

· Dissertation Committee: Robert Aronowitz, Jonathan Moreno, 

Jonathan Sadowsky

M.F.A. and M.A., Indiana University, Fiction Writing and Literature

  1997
B.A., University of Pennsylvania, Psychology and English 



  1992
· summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa
Research Interests
History and ethics of autism and intellectual/developmental disability practice and policy

Publications

Books
Chasing the Intact Mind: How the Severely Autistic and Intellectually Disabled Were Excluded from the

Debates that Affect Them Most, Oxford University Press, forthcoming
We Walk: Life with Severe Autism, Cornell University Press, 2020
Each Day I Like it Better: Autism, ECT and the Treatment of our Most Impaired 


Children, Vanderbilt University Press, 2014
Selected Essays and Articles (out of 52)
Peer-reviewed:

“Ethical Advocacy Across the Autism Spectrum: Beyond Partial Representation,” with

Matthew McCoy, Emily Liu, and Dominic Sisti, American Journal of Bioethics, Volume 20 (no. 4), 2020.

Features:

“Against ‘Community,’” The Pennsylvania Gazette, October 22, 2020.

“Adults with Disabilities Deserve Right to Choose Where to Live,” Spectrum, 
May 2, 2017.

“Who Decides Where Autistic Adults Live?” The Atlantic, May 25, 2015.
“Psychiatric Patients Aren’t The Only Ones In Need Of ‘Asylum,’” The Philadelphia


Inquirer, March 31, 2015.
“You Do Not Have Asperger’s: What Psychiatry’s New Diagnostic Manual Means for 


People on the Autism Spectrum,” Slate, May 22, 2013.

“Where Should Special Needs Kids Be Special? Tricky Questions About How to Share 


Public Spaces,” Slate, March 16, 2013; reprinted Dallas Morning News 

March 29, 2013.

“Is the Neurodiversity Movement Misrepresenting Autism?” Slate, 
January 16, 2013
Blog Posts:

“The ‘Reverse Field of Dreams Fallacy’ in Disability Policy,” Psychology Today, 

November 8, 2021.

“What is an Institution?” Psychology Today, August 16, 2021.

“Autism Mother-Blaming, Circa 2020,” Psychology Today, December 30, 2020.

“Dear NYT Madeleine: My Child with Autism is Not Perfect,” National Council on
Severe Autism, July 9, 2020.
“Education, Not Exploitation,” Psychology Today, September 8, 2016; re-posted 

The Mighty September 22, 2016.
“Please Stop Whitewashing Autism,” Psychology Today, September 28, 2015.

Invited Talks and Presentations
National Council for Mental Wellbeing, February 2022

Invited Talk: “Severe Autism and Complex Needs”

Emory Genetics, April 2021

Grand Rounds: “We Walk: Life with Severe Autism”

University of Pennsylvania Master’s in Genetic Counseling Program, March 2021

Invited Talk: “We Walk: Life with Severe Autism”

Seattle Children’s Hospital, February 2021

Invited Talk: “A Voice for Severe Autism,” with NCSA President Jill Escher

Seaver Autism Center Advances in Autism Conference, September 2020

Invited Talk: “A Family’s Journey to Treat Profound Autism”

American Association for the History of Medicine, April 2019

Panel Presentation: “‘There is Nothing to Be Ashamed Of’: The Mood Memoirs of

Mental Health Practitioners, 1976-2015”

Rockland Autism Symposium, October 2016

Invited Talk: “The Housing Crisis Facing Adults with Autism and I/DD: How New CMS Regulations Hurt the Most Severely Affected”

Autism A-Z: Beyond the Puzzle, September 2016

Invited Talk: “The Housing Crisis Facing Adults with Autism and I/DD”

Nordic Association for Convulsive Therapy, May 2016

Keynote: “ECT in Autism: A Parental Perspective”

Autism Society San Francisco Bay Area, October 2015

Keynote: “Why We Need a Range of Autism Housing Options”

Benchmark Human Services, September 2015

Invited Talk: “Residential Communities for Adults with Developmental and 
Intellectual Disabilities”

Families Speaking Up, August 2015

Invited Talk: “Intentional Communities for Adults with I/DD”

Spectrum Living Solutions, July 2015

Invited Talk: “Creating a Residential Community for Adults with 
Developmental Disabilities”

World Congress of Psychiatry, September 2014

Presentation: “ECT in Autism: A Parental Perspective”
Teaching Experience
University of Pennsylvania:
· Certificate from Center for Teaching and Learning in Structured, Active, In-Class Learning (SAIL)
· Senior Lecturer: Medicine in History, Social Determinants of Health
· Lecturer: History of Bioethics

· Teaching Assistant: Bioethics, American Health Policy, Medicine in History

Chestnut Hill College (Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania):

· Instructor: Creative Non-Fiction, Composition 
Indiana University (Bloomington, Indiana):

· Instructor: Introduction to Creative Writing, Intermediate Creative Writing, Elementary Composition
· Teaching Assistant: Science and Literature

