III.What isthe central theme(s) of the book?

Each book usually (but not always) has a core theme, with chapters picking up variations
on that theme. First and last chapters are usually the most explicit re: theme. For example,
Reverby's central theme is that American nursing has never been able to reconcile its
traditional, gender-defined duty to care with its equally felt obligation to demand the right to
construct working conditions which would enable definitions of how that care will be
delivered. This dilemma was created by both internal issues (i.e. the class and ideological
splits within nursing) and external conditions (i.e. demands of hospitals for labor; society's
unwillingness to pay for that which it sees as a traditional duty).

Think about:

1. What is your book's central theme?
2. Are chapters organized logically around this theme?
3. Does the data support this theme?

IV.How useful isthiswork to today's concer ng/issues?

I hope that you read the book with these questions in mind, speculate on the ideas which will
occur to you as you think about the book, and then write a short, but closely argued paper
about your sense of validity of the book and its argument.

You may love the book, you may hate the book, you may feel troubled by the book, or you
may feel indifferent towards the book. The point of this assignment is to develop your
analytic skills so you can argue why you react. There are no right or wrong approaches to
this assignment!

NOTE: These guidelines are not offered expecting that you organize your paper to
schematically answer the questions posed.

revised 9/2005
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1. Why was the book written when it was?

2. What was happening in the time period that may have influenced why the author
argues the points he/she does?

3. Is this purpose valid?

II. What arethe author's assumptions and biases?

Historians (at least non-quantitative historians) are not particularly concerned about being
"objective." For example, Reverby has a clear bias toward the experiences of "ordinary
nurses". Her assumption is that the actual experience of rank-and-file nurses is more
important in understanding the development of the discipline than the educational and
professional goals of nursing's leadership. This assumption draws directly on her own
experience as a labor organizer and her own training in labor history. As important as this
perspective is, I do think that it underestimates both the vision of nursing leadership, and the
power of the professionalizing rhetoric.

1. As you read, think about the author's biases and attitudes toward the topic he/she
covers.

2. Look at the footnotes. Where does most of the data come from? A book on social
policy that depends primarily on data from official pronouncements and
legislative acts will have different assumptions and biases than one on the same
topic that uses social workers' case reports.

3. Look at the author's acknowledgments and preface. Very often, this will give you
important clues to the author's background.

4. Are the assumptions and biases clear? Consistent? Logical?

5. What has the author ignored (competing assumptions, other data sources) which
may either strengthen or undermine his/her argument? There are always “holes” in
the argument. Never write a review that does not point out the always present
flaws.

11



University of Pennsylvania
School of Nursing
N3XX: Race, gender, class and American Health Care
Assignment Guidelines
Spring, 2006
Analysis of Contemporary Writings

**(Taken with permission and great liberty from the guidelines devised by Dr.Patricia D’ Antonio
for her elective course, N518)

A review provides you with the opportunity to critique and analyze an argument in an area
that you would like to explore in more depth.

I am not asking you merely to describe and summarize what the author says. (A brief
summary of the book is not unimportant - if you're feeling energetic enough to think about
submitting your book review for publication, you would need to include a brief summary. But
this assignment has a 5 page maximum and I've already read the book!)

I am looking for your interpretation of both the validity of the book's argument and the
relevance this argument has for understanding the historical and/or contemporary context of your
particular area of interest.

To write a paper like this, you need to think about the following when you read the book,
and again when you review what you've read:

. What isthe book's purpose?

Each book on the list has a particular agenda - a particular point it wants to argue which may
or may not be stated clearly. For example, Reverby's purpose is to move the history of
nursing away from its traditionally internal, "progressive" focus; and into the broader context
of the history of wage - earning women. In the 1960s and 1970s labor history and women's
history came into their own as academic disciplines. Reverby's purpose is to use the history
of nursing as a case study of the intersection of gender (i.e. women's traditional duty to care)
and work (i.e. the structure of the hospitals and training schools) in the United States.

A book's purpose is usually drawn from today's concerns. As you're reading, think about:
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Of note are also rare first edition manuscripts and books that might relate to health.

The College of Physicians: More info on field trip. Includes extensive collection of books,
manuscripts, journals and personal papers of local and national physicians.




Hospital which took care of the records after the hospital closed down in 1973. The collection
consists mainly of records of Mercey-Douglass Hospital and its two predecessors (see below), of
it’s school of nursing (mostly its student files), and some 200 photographs related to both
hospital and school. The collection provides important documentation of the black experience in
nursing. It also provides insight into the purposes for founding the black hospital and the
challenges in maintaining. The collaborative relationships with white philanthropic
organizations and churches is also gleaned from the archives.

Walter Leer Collection D6" Floor BVan Pelt Library-, University of Pennsylvania

Bibliographic information: Available Spring 2006

EEBO/ECCO:

EEBO: Early English Books Online, EEBO, is an online collection of early literary manuscripts
dating from 1473-1700. Each result gives the researcher a complete reference, digital images of
the original document, and a downloadable printable PDF file. Access can be obtained through
the library web page. I don’t feel there is much to be found here as it predates the general time
periods but is not outside the possible resources for a creative topic.

ECCO: Eighteenth Century Collections Online, ECCO, is an online collection of later
manuscripts from the eighteenth century. For this class, ECCO will be the more appropriate
database. Each search result gives a complete reference, digital images of the original document,
eTable of contents, and a list of illustrations. Images can be rotated, magnified, and searched
quickly and efficiently as well as viewed as PDF files. Access can be obtained using the
student’s PennKey and password through Penn’s library homepage. The following is a short
broad list of resources found using ECCO. The bolded entries are of particular interest. This is by
no means exhaustive, but meant to give a general idea of some of the resources found. Included
are the subjects in which the particular reference was located by the database. It would be
possible for students to choose a particular chapter or section of a book and examine it’s context
in the book as well as the social, political, and medical aspects of the time. For example, there is
an amazing chapter in James Adair’s “Unanswerable arguments...”(1790) concerning how to
deal with common slave diseases which would be an interesting look at race and it’s effect on
early medical practices.

Recipe Books and Canvassing Manuscripts 6th Floor Van Pelt Library, University of
Pennsylvania, Rare Books Collections

Popularized in the 18th, 19™ and 20" centuries, these primary documents include herbal remedies
used commonly by “healers” and lay persons for medicinal purposes in the treatment of common
household ailments. The students will gain a more extensive experience with these documents
during the Van Pelt library tour.



University of Pennsylvania
School of Nursing
Race, Gender, and the History of American Health Care
Primary Document Finding Aid
Developed by Margo Brooks, MSN

Students may find useful primary documents at the following locations which may be used
for the completion of the primary document research paper. Thisresource details the
features of the repostory.

The Library Company :
1314 Locust Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107

The Library Company of Philadelphia, founded by Benjamin Franklin and a group of friends
in 1731 as a subscription library, has grown to become a nationally renowned research
institution. The holdings of nearly half a million items include rare books, broadsides, maps,
prints, photographs, periodicals, manuscripts, and artifacts that document every aspect of early
American history and culture, both nationally and locally. These collections are especially
strong in women@ history, economic history, Afro-Americana history, American Judaica,
German-American, the Colonial, Revolutionary, Civil War periods 19"-century photography,
education, philanthropy, agriculture, the architectural and cultural history of Philadelphia, and
the history of printing.

The Library Company’s collection are available for research and may be reproduced to create,
enhance, and illustrate all forms of media.

Students may access the libraries catalogue which includes manuscripts and graphics via the web
site : www.librarycompany.org The Library has a large collection of popular medicine which
would include what lay people and various “healers” were using as recipes to cure illness.

The reference librarian is Connie King (an excellent resource). Phillip Lapsanski is also an
available reference librarian with expertise in Afro-Americana history.

Mercy Douglass Hospital- MC 78, Barbara Bates Center for the Study of Nursing History,
University of Pennsylvania, School of Nursing, 461 Guardian Drive, Philadelphia, PA.

** Rich archival resource. Finding aid useful for selection of documents **

The Barbara Bates History Center houses the archival records of three of Philadelphia’s black
hospitals. The collection was donated by the Alumnae Association of the Mercy-Douglass
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Class 11

Class 12

Class 13

(June, 1951): 52-55, 138, 140.

P. Preston Reynolds, “The Federal government’s Use of Title VI and Medicare to
Racially Integrate Hospitals in the US, 1963-1967,” American Journal of Public
Health 87(11) (November, 1997): 1850-1858.

Susan Smith, “Neither Victim nor Villian: Nurse Eunice Rivers, ths: Tuskegee
Syphilis Experiment, and Pubic Health Work,” Journal of Women@ History 8
(spring 1996): 95-113.

Susan Smith, “Women Health Workers and the Color Line in the Japanese
American “Relocation Center” of World War II,” Bulletin of the History of
Medicine 73 (Winter, 1999): 585-601.

Paper Writing, no dass

Technology, Race, Class and Gender
Readings

Vanessa Gamble, “Race, Class and the Pill,” in the Pill from Prescription to Over
the Coungr eds., Sarah E. Samuels and Mark D.Smith ( Menlo Park, CA: Henry
J. Kaiser Family Foundation, 1994): 21-39.

Margarete Sandelowski, “The Physician’s Eyes: American Nursing and the
Diagnostic Revolution in Medicine,” Nursing History Review 8(2000): 3-38.

James Harvey Young, “The Development of the Office of Alternative Medicine in
the National Institutes of Health, 1991-1996,” Bulletin of the History of Medicine
72 (1998): 279-298.

Coming Full Circle: Race, Classand American Health Care

pizzadinner!

Readings:

K.G. Bates, “Is it Genocide....?” Essence21 (September, 1990 76-78, 116, 118.

Ashish K. Jha et. Al, “Racial Trends in the Use of Major Procedures among the
Elderly,” NEJM 353 (August 18, 2005): 683-691.



Class 7:

Class 8:

Pa Press, 1988), 177-196.
Pete Dexter, Paris, Trout(NY: Penguin, 1989), 3-12.

Health and the Public Good

Document: W.E.B. DuBois, “The Health of Black Folk,” Crisis 40 (February
1933): 31.

Video: All my Babies:
Readings
Karen Buhler-Wilkerson, No Place Like Home, pp. 68-97

Emily Abel, “From Exclusion to Expulsion: Mexicans and Tuberculosis Control
in Los Angeles, 1914-1948, Bulletin of the History of Medicine77(4) (2003): 823-
849.

Markel, When Germs Travel

Framing Disease

Document: Louis Dublin, “The Problem of Negro Health as Revealed by Vital
Statistics,” Journal of Negro Education 6(1937): 268-75.

Reading:

Keith Wailoo, The StangeCareer of race andcancer in America, 2005.

Spring Break !!!

Class 9:

Class 10

Finding Women asPatients and Providers

Document: 1. Vandervall, “Some Problems of the Colored Woman Physician,”
The Womens Medical Journal 27 (1917): 156-158.

Readings

Jones, “Knowledge Systems in Conflict: The Regulation of African American
Midwifery”

Thomas, “’A Law Unto Themselves:’ Black Women as Patients and Practitioners
in N.C.’s Campaign to Reduce Maternal and Infant Mortality, 1935-1953”

Rima D. Apple, Constructing Mothers: Scientific Motherhood in the 19" and
20™ Centuries,” Sodal History of Medicine 8 (1995): 161-178.

The Politics of Health and Professional Education
Video: Deadly Deception
Homer A. Jack, “Is Segregation Really Necessary?” The Moden Hospital 76(6)
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Class 3:

Class 4:

Class 5:

Class 6:

Field Trip: Van Pelt Library, Rare Book Room

The Structure of Health Carein 19th Century America
Document: Douglas Hospital First Annual Report, 1896

Nancy Krieger, “Shades of Difference: Theoretical Underpinnings of the Medical
Controversy on Black/White Difference in the United States, 1830-1870,”
International Journal of Health Sevices 17 (1987): 259-278.

Todd Savitt, “Black Health on the Plantation: Masters, Slaves and Physicians,” in
Sickness and Health in American :Readings in the History of Medicine and
Public Health, 2" ed., eds, Judith Walzer Leavitt and Ronald Numbers
(Madison: University of Wiscongn Press, 1985) 313-330.

J.S. Haller, “The Physician Versus the Negro: Medical and Anthropological
Concepts of Race in the Late 19™ Century,” Bulletin of the History of Medicine
44 (1970): 154-167.

Related chapters in Warner and Tighe

Hogpital, Medical Education Reform, and the Promise of Trained Nurses
Document: Johns Report, selected pages
Readings

Judith Young, “Revisiting the 1925 Johns Report of African American nurses,”
Nursing History Review 13 (2005): 77-97.

Vanessa Gamble, “The Negro Hospital Renaissance: The Black Hospital
Movement,” in The American General Hospital, eds., Diana E. Long and Janet
Golden (Ithaca: Cornell Univ. Press, 1989), 82-105.

Todd Savitt, “Abraham Flexner and the Black Medical Schools,” in Beyond
Flexner: Medical Education in the 20" Century, eds., Barbara Barzansky and
Norman Gevitz (NY: Greenwood, 1992), 65-81.

Related chapters in Warner and Tighe
Field Trip: Mutter Museum

Images of Health:

Documents: Various photographs from the Historical Collection
Video: An Examination of the RN Exhibit Film clip

Readings

Darlene Clark Hine: “The Shall Mount Up with Wings of Eagles’: Historical
Images of Black Nurses, 1890-1950,” in Images of Nurse: Perspectives From
History, Art and Literature, ed., Anne Hudson Jones (Philadelphia: University of

4



Course Assignment Guidelines:

1. Analysis of Contemporary Historical Writings: See attached

2. Primary document research paper: The student will choose a particular primary
document from repositories in the Philadelphia area (see listings). The choice will be
relayed to the instructor by week 4. The document should be related to the student’s
frame of interest and be reproducible. The student will position the document in the
context of the time period , describing its contents, the producer, the audience, and its
purpose. The paper will also include an analysis of the document as it relates to the
themes of the class (gender, race and class), including any substantial historical
underpinnings that will help provide an understanding of the document’s content and
intent. The paper must contain appropriate citations, and be no longer than ten pages (not
including references). Exemplars of this process will be demonstrated each week in class
as we review the “document of the week.”

3. Seminar and group participation: Students must complete the assigned readings and
come to class with at least two specific questions raised by each reading. These questions
must be typed and ready to be submitted to stimulate class discussion. Class attendance
is strongly recommended and will be taken into account when formulating this portion of
the student’s evaluation.

Class Schedule and Readings:

Class 1:

Class 2:

Introduction: Contemporary Issues on Race, Gender and Class in American
Health Care

Reading:

Thomas C. Holt, “Marking: Race, Race-making, and the Writing of History,”
American Historical Review February (1995): 1-20

Robert Pear, “Racial and Ethnic Minorities Gain in the Nation as a Whole,” NYT
August 12, 2005.

**Article to be determined discussing the race, class and gender implications of
Hurricane Katrina

Talking About Race, Class, and Gender
Document: Pages from Census tracts over various time periods
Reading:

Barbara J. Fields, “Ideology and Race in American History,” in Region, Race and
Recondrudion: Essays in Honor of c. Vann Woodward ed. By J. Morgan
Kousser and James M. Mc Pherson. New York: publisher, 1982, 143-77.

Lisa C Ikemoto, “The Fuzzy Logic of Race and Gender in the Mismeasure of
Asian American Women’s Health Needs,” University of Cindnnai Law Review
65, 3 (1997): 799-824.



Contributory Objectives:

1. The student will examine specific contemporary health problems from the perspective of race,
class and gender.

2. The student will develop an understanding of racism and how it influences the construction of
disease health, and the experiences of patients and providers.

3. The student will develop an understanding of how class and social position influences the
construction of disease, health, and the experiences of patients and providers.

4. The student will develop an understanding of how gender position influences the construction
of disease, health, and the experiences of patients and providers.

5. The student will know sufficient history to ascertain the intellectual and social context in
which the health professions and institutions developed.

6. The student will examine and critique secondary historical materials.

7. The student will develop skills in locating and analyzing primary source materials relevant to
the influence of race, gender and class on health care.

Teaching Methods. Seminar, visits to repositories, and individual discussion groups

Evaluation Methods:
Analysis of Contemporary Historical Writings (2) 30% averaged
Primary document research paper 40%

Seminar and discussion group participation 30%

Required Readings

The following books are available at the Barnes and Noble/University of Pennsylvania
Bookstore, The Center for The Study of The History of Nursing and are on reserve.

Karen Buhler Wilkerson, No Place Like Home: A History of Nursing and Hbme
Carein the U.S.,(Baltimore: JHP, 200?)

Howard Markel, When Germs Travel: Sk Major Epidemics That hawe Invaded
America Snce 1900 andhe Fears they Unleashed (NY: Pantheon, 2004)

John Harley Warner and Janet A. Tighe, (eds.) Major Problems in the History of
American Medicine andPublic Health: Documents and Essays (NY: Houghton
Mifflin, 2001).

Keith Wailoo, The Stange Career of race andcancer in America, 2005.

Assigned readings on BlackBoard, per week



University of Pennsylvania
School of Nursing
Spring, 2006
Syllabus

Title: N3XX: Race, Gender, Class and the History of American Health Care
Credit: 1 c.u., 3 hours lecture/seminar per week; 45 hours for the semester
Catalog Description:

This multidisciplinary course surveys the history of American health care through the multiple
perspectives of race, gender, and class, and grounds the discussions in contemporary health
issues. It emphasizes the links between the past and present, using not only primary documents
but materials from disciplines such as literature, art, sociology, and feminist studies that relate
both closely and tangentially to the health professions and health care issues. Discussions will
surround gender, class-based, ethnic, and racial ideas about the construction of disease, health
and illness; the development of health care institutions; the interplay between religion and
science; the experiences of patients and providers; and the response to disasters and epidemics.

Skills for document analysis and critique are built into the course as is the contextual foundation
for understanding the history of health care.

Placement: Spring, 2006
Instructor: Julie Fairman, RN, PhD, FAAN

fairman@nursing.upenn.edu
Eligibility: Benjamin Franklin Scholars Students/ Honors Students
Co-Requisites: None
Overview:
This course uses history as a framework for analyzing the influence of gender, race and class in
American health care. Thus, the ideas, events, people, and institutions that have played a role in
shaping our health care system are examined as part of both an exclusive and inclusive social
context that considers the multifaceted meanings of health, illness and response to epidemics and
disasters. Specifically, this course concentrates on the ways in which race, class and gender

intertwine to both challenge and collaborate with dominate social structures and ideologies that
are themselves highly contextualized.

This multidisciplinary course will challenge students to synthesize a broad-based array of source
material to gain an understanding of the intersection of race, class and gender in construction of
diseases and institutions, access to care and health care resources, and the shaping of health care
professions. The course will focus on developing skills to analyze a primary document,
critiquing contemporary writings, and writing historical reports.

Central Objective:

To examine the relationship between race, class and gender and contemporary American health
care.



