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HSOC 102/SOC 101: BIOETHICS 
Spring 2008 

 
JONATHAN D. MORENO, PH.D.  ANGELIQUE M. REITSMA M.D.,M.A. 
 (267) 283-7744 (cell)    (434) 825-3145 (cell) 
Office hours: Mon 1-2 and by appt.  Office hours: Wed 1-2 and by appt. 
History and Sociology of Science  Center for Bioethics 
Logan Hall 3rd Floor Room 352  3401 Market Street Suite 320 room 357 
morenojd@mail.med.upenn.edu  areitsma@mail.med.upenn.edu 
 
Teaching Assistant: 
Jason L. Schwartz, MBE 
(856) 577-5185 (cell) 
Office hours: Wed 1-2 and by appt. 
History and Sociology of Science 
330 Logan Hall 
jlschwa2@sas.upenn.edu 
 
 
MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY FROM 2-3 PM AT LOGAN HALL RM 402 
RECITATION: FRIDAY 1-2 and 2-3 PM at 3401 MARKET ST.  (Science Center 
Building), Center for Bioethics Rm 321 
 
NOTE: NO LAPTOPS, PDAs, CELL PHONES ETC. MAY BE USED IN THIS 
CLASS WITHOUT EXPLICIT PERMISSION OF THE INSTRUCTORS.  
 
Purpose of the Course: 
Bioethics is intended to introduce students to the thorny issues that confront medicine 
and biotechnology in this time of rapid change. We will look both at challenges from new 
technologies such as cloning; stem cells researches, assisted reproductive technology, and 
neurotechnology, as well as at the basic ways we are born, heal ourselves, and die in the 
United States.  We will also look at how we research new cures, and make claims and 
decisions about controversial issues.  Along the way we will explore philosophy, social 
science, politics, journalism, clinical care, and law, bringing in multi-media presentations 
to illuminate these important ideas. 
 
Required Reading Resources:  
1) “Principles of Biomedical Ethics” Fifth Ed. by T.L. Beauchamp and J.F. Childress 

Oxford University Press 2001. Available at the Penn Book Center  
2) “Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine” Bonnie Steinbock, John D. Arras, Alex John 
        London, Eds. Sixth edition McGraw-Hill Companies 2003. Available at the Penn 
        Book Center 
3) A bulk pack available on Blackboard, Penn’s online bulk-pack service. 
4) Readings provided throughout the semester as they arise in the news and professional 
       journals. 
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Responsibilities:  The course requires that you show up for class, do all the assigned 
readings in preparation for each class, take exams and submit exams on time, and be 
intellectually adventurous. 
 
Academic Integrity: These standards apply to everyone, even your professors. For 
Penn’s code see http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/osl/acadint.html 
PS. “plagiarism”—1621, from L. plagiarius, “kidnapper, seducer, plunderer,” used in the 
sense of “literary thief” by Martial, from plagium “kidnapping”, from plaga “snare, net,” 
from PIE base *p(e)lag –“flat, spread out.” Plagiary is attested from 1597. 
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?l=p&p=19 
 
No kidnapping allowed in this class. 
 
Requirements:  The requirements for the course will be two exams, a mid-term in-class 
exam and a take-home final exam. The final grading will be based on participation during 
lectures and recitations (20%), the midterm exam (30%) and the final exam (50%).    
 
Miscellaneous: 
Everyone is welcome to attend the informal discussion meetings at the Center for  
Bioethics. There currently are three lunch meetings scheduled to take place this Spring 
semester. More details are to follow and will be announced on Blackboard. 
 
Course Schedule: 
 
WED JAN 16 INTRODUCTION 
Viewing of Movie: Dax’s Case 
Note: You are expected to have prepared the readings before this class, as announced on 
Blackboard. 
May WF, “The Burned”, in The Patient’s Ordeal. 
 
Chambers T, “Dax Redacted: The economics of truth in bioethics.” Journal of Medicine 
and Philosophy 1996:21(3). 
 
FRI JAN 18  RECITATION  
 
MON JAN 21  NO CLASS, MLK DAY 
 
WED JAN 23  A SHORT HISTORY OF BIOETHICS 
Levine C. “Analyzing Pandora’s Box. The History of Bioethics” In “The Ethics of 
Bioethics”, Eckenwiler L. and Cohn F.C. , Eds. 2007 Johns Hopkins University Press. 
 
FRI JAN 25  RECITATION  
 
MON JAN 28  BIOETHICS: NATURE AND SCOPE 
Steinbock B, Arras JD, London AJ: “Introduction: Moral Reasoning in the Medical 
Context.” In: “Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine”, Bonnie Steinbock, John D. Arras, 
Alex John London, Eds. Sixth edition McGraw-Hill Companies 2003. (Hereafter: 
“S,A&L”) 
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WED JAN 30  PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL ETHICS I 
Principles of Biomedical Ethics: Part I, Chapter 1. Moral Norms, pg. 1. Cases: Appendix, 
pg. 415 
 
FRI FEB 1  RECITATION  
 
MON FEB 4  PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL ETHICS II 
Principles of Biomedical Ethics: Chapter 2. Moral Character, pg. 26. Cases: Appendix, 
pg. 415 
 
WED FEB 6 PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL ETHICS III 
Principles of Biomedical Ethics: Part II, Chapter 3. Respect for Autonomy.  
 
Katz J. “Informed Consent – Must it remain a fairy tale?” In: S,A&L, “Ethical Issues in 
Modern Medicine” Part one, Section 2: pgs. 92-99 
 
Blackhall LJ, Murphy ST, Frank G, Michel V, Azan S. Ethnicity and Attitudes Toward 
Patient Autonomy. JAMA Sept 13 1995. Vol 274, No. 10, pgs. 820-825. 
  
FRI FEB 8  RECITATION  
 
MON FEB 11  PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL ETHICS IV 
Principles of Biomedical Ethics: Part II, Chapter 4. Nonmaleficence, pg. 113, Cases pg. 
415  
 
WED FEB 13  PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL ETHICS V 
Principles of Biomedical Ethics: Chapter 5, Beneficence, pg. 165. Cases pg. 415. 
 
Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine; Part One, Section 1: “Beneficence today, autonomy 
(maybe) tomorrow?” and Commentary by Bernice S. Elger. Pgs. 64-66. 
 
FRI FEB 15  RECITATION  
 
MON FEB 18  PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL ETHICS VI 
Principles of Biomedical Ethics: Chapter 6, Justice, pg. 225. Cases pg. 415. 
 
WED FEB 20  CASUISTRY I 
Jonsen AR. “Casuistry as Methodology in Clinical Ethics”, Theoretical Medicine, 1991. 
12:295-307 
 
Jonsen AR. “Casuistry: An Alternative or Complement to Principles,” Kennedy Institute 
of Ethics Journal 1995, 5:237-251. 
 
Brody BA. Chapter 5: “Cases Involving Competent Adults” pg. 100-148. and Chapter 6: 
“Cases Involving Incompetent Adults” pg. 149-193. In: “Life and Death Decision 
Making” Oxford University Press 1988. 
 
FRI FEB 22  RECITATION  
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MON FEB 25  CASUISTRY II  
Arras JD. “Getting Down to Cases, The Revival of Casuistry in Bioethics,” Journal of 
Medicine and Philosophy 1991, 16:29-51. 
 
Wildes KW. “The Priesthood of Bioethics and the Return of Casuistry,” Journal of 
Medicine and Philosophy 1993, 18:33-39. 
 
Kuczewski M. “Casuistry and its Communitarian Critics,” Kennedy Institute of Ethics 
Journal 1994,4:99-116. 
 
WED FEB 27  ROLE OF BIOETHICS 
Chambers T. The Virtue of Attacking the Bioethicist. In The Ethics of Bioethics, 
Eckenwiler L. and Cohn F.C., Eds. 2007 Johns Hopkins University Press. 
 
King NMP. The Glass House. Assessing Bioethics. In The Ethics of Bioethics, 
Eckenwiler L. and Cohn F.C., Eds. 2007 Johns Hopkins University Press. 
 
Moreno JD. The End of the Great Bioethics Compromise. Hastings Center Report Jan-
Feb 2005, pg. 14-15. 
 
FRI FEB 29  RECITATION  
 
MON MAR 3  OTHER THEORIES IN BIOETHICS 
Gert B, Culver CM and Clouser KD, Chapters 1: Introduction, 2: Morality, 3: 
Application and 4: Principlism pg. 1-92. In: “Bioethics: A Return to Fundamentals”, 
Oxford University Press 1997.  
 
WED MAR 5  IN-CLASS MID-TERM EXAM (3 ESSAY QUESTIONS) 
 
FRI MARCH 7 RECITATION  
 
MARCH 10-14 SPRING BREAK 
 
MON MARCH 17 ETHICAL ISSUES IN NEONATAL CARE 
(Extreme) prematurity, disabled newborns, baby Doe regulations 
 
Rebagliato M et al. Neonatal End-of-Life Decision Making. JAMA 2000;284:2451-2459. 
 
Kopelman LM. Are the 21-year-old Baby Doe Rules Misunderstood or Mistaken? 
Pediatrics Vol. 115 No. 3 March 2005, pp. 797-802. 
 
Verhagen AAE and Sauer PJJ. End-of-Life Decisions in Newborns: An Approach from 
The Netherlands. Pediatrics Vol. 116 No.3 Sept 2005, pp. 736-739. 

 
 
 
 
 
WED MARCH 19 REPRODUCTIVE ETHICS  I 
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Abortion, PGD, Maternal-fetal conflicts. 
 
Marquis D. Why Abortion is immoral. In: Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine, Part Four, 
Section 1, pgs. 463-470.  
 
Thomson JJ. A Defense of Abortion. In: Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine, Part Four, 
Section 1, pgs. 483-491.  
 
Steinbock B. Using PGD to Save a Sibling: The Story of Molly and Adam. In: Ethical 
Issues in Modern Medicine, Part Four, Section 2, pgs. 544-545.  
 
Reitsma, AM, Moreno JD: Maternal-Fetal Research and Human Research Protections 
Policy. Clinics in Perinatology 30 (2003) 141-153 
 
Suggested further reading: 
Ethical Issues Related to Prenatal Genetic Testing. Council on Ethical and Judicial 
Affairs, American Medical Association. In: Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine, Part 
Four, Section 2, pgs. 513-522.  
 
FRI MAR 21  RECITATION  
 
MON MARCH 24 END-OF-LIFE DECISION MAKING 
Euthanasia, Assisted death (Oregon law, Netherlands legal situation and experience)  
 
Quill TE. “Death and Dignity: A Case of Individualized Decision Making” In Ethical 
Issues in Modern Medicine, Part Three, Section 5, pgs. 377-381.  
 
Battin MP. “Euthanasia: The Way We Do It, The Way They Do It.” In Ethical Issues in 
Modern Medicine Part Three, Section 5, pgs. 401-416. 
 
Meisel A, Snyder L, Quil T, American College of Physicians. “Seven Legal Barriers to 
End of Life Decision Making: myths, realities, and grains of truth”. JAMA 2000, Nov 
15;284(19):2495-501.  
 
Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine Part three Section 3: Advance directives. Pp. 309-322.  
 
WED MARCH 26 HUMAN EXPERIMENTATION I 
History of research ethics, scandals/cases (including Gelsinger case – ALC), (inter-) 
national rules and regulations / documents, (Nuremberg, Decl. of Helsinki, Belmont, 
Decl. of Geneva, CIOMS, FDA, DHHS/OHRP, Common Rule – make links available on 
Blackboard).  
 
FRI MARCH 28 RECITATION  
 
 
 
 
 
MON MARCH 31 STEM CELLS 
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Science, sources, technology, application, regulation, research: other readings TBA. 
 
Naik G. Researchers Create Stem Cells Without Destroying Embryos. The Wall Street 
Journal. November 20, 2007 8:55 a.m. 
 
Moreno JD. Stem celebration. Editorial Science Progress November 2007. Available at: 
http://www.scienceprogress.org/2007/11/stem-celebration/ 
 
Caplan AL. 'Panacea' cells revive ancient hopes. Stem cell discovery opens new doors, 
but don't shut the others just yet.  Editorial. MSNBC News. November 2007. Available 
at: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21885805/ 
 
WED APRIL 2 CLONING 
Brock DW. Cloning Human Beings: An Assessment of the Ethical Issues Pro and Con. In 
Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine Part Four, Section 5, pgs. 631-643 
 
Eibert MD. Human Cloning: Myths, Medical Benefits and Constitutional Rights. In 
Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine Part Four, Section 5, pgs. 656-664. 
 
Murray TH. Even if it worked, Cloning wouldn’t bring her back. In Ethical Issues in 
Modern Medicine Part Four, Section 5, pgs. 665-667. 
 
Steinbock B. Respect for Human Embryos. In Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine Part 
Four Section 5, pgs. 668-671. 
 
Suggested further reading:  
National Bioethics Advisory Committee. Executive Summary on Cloning Human Beings. 
2005. Available at: 
http://www.georgetown.edu/research/nrcbl/nbac/pubs/cloning1/executive.htm 
 
Assisted Human Reproduction Act. 2004. Canada Department of Justice. Available at: 
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/A-13.4/2389.html 
 
FRI APRIL 4  RECITATION  
 
MON APRIL 7 GENETICS  
Collins FS. Weiss L. Hudson K. Heredity and Humanity. In Ethical Issues in Modern 
Medicine Part Four, Section 3, pgs. 553-556. 
 
Juengst E and Walters L. Ethcial Issues in Human Gene Transfer Research. In Ethical 
Issues in Modern Medicine Part Four, Section 3, pgs. 571-583. 
 
Walters L and Palmer JG. Germ-Line Gene Therapy. Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine 
Part Four, Section 3, pgs.584-591. 
 
Elliott C. The Grown and The Made. The Believer 2004. pgs. 65-76. 
 
Suggested background reading: 
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Carroll ML and Ciaffa J. The Human Genome Project: A Scientific and Ethical 
Overview. Available at: http://www.actionbioscience.org/genomic/carroll_ciaffa.html 
 
Glenn LM. Ethical Issues in Genetic Engineering. Available at: 
http://www.actionbioscience.org/biotech/glenn.html 
 
WED APRIL 9 REPRODUCTIVE ETHICS  II 
ART, Gamete donation, surrogacy.  
 
Robertson J. The Presumptive Primacy of Reproductive Liberty. In Ethical Issues in 
Modern Medicine Part Four, Section 4, pgs. 595-604. 
 
Macklin R. What’s Wrong with Commodification? In Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine 
Part Four, Section 4, pgs. 615-624 
 
Ketchum SA. Selling Babies, Selling Bodies. In Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine Part 
Four, Section 4, pgs. 625-630. 
 
Frase-Blunt M. Ova-Compensating? Women who donate eggs to infertile couples earn a 
reward – but pay a price. The Washington Post Tuesday, December 4, 2001. Available at: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A52458-2001Dec3.html 
 
FRI APRIL 11 RECITATION  
 
MON APRIL 14 HUMAN EXPERIMENTATION II 
Short intro to Phase I-IV study design, clinical trials, workings of FDA, intro into off-
label use drugs/devices etc. 
 
Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine Part five: Experimentation on Human Subjects. 
Section 2. The Ethics of Clinical Trials. Pp. 747-755. 
 
WED APRIL 16 INNOVATIVE THERAPIES 
Continue off-label use drugs/devices (example pedicle screw), access to experimental 
drugs, innovative surgery. 
 
The Belmont Report: Ethical Principles and Guidelines for the Protection of Human 
Subjects of Research. April 18, 1979. Available at: 
http://ohrp.osophs.dhhs.gov/humansubjects/guidance/belmont.htm.22October2001. 
 
Reitsma AM and Moreno JD. The Ethics of Innovative Surgery: US Surgeons’ 
Definitions, Knowledge and Attitudes. Journal of the American College of Surgeons. Jan 
2005, Vol 200, No. 1, pg. 103-110. 
 
Other readings TBA 
 
FRI APRIL 18 RECITATION  
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MON APRIL 21 NEUROETHICS 
Technology, application, national security, identity, legal repercussions. 
 
Moreno JD. Neuroethics, an Agenda for Neuroscience and Society. Nature Reviews. 
Neuroscience. Vol. 4, Feb 2003, pgs. 149-153. 
 
Other readings TBA 
 
WED APRIL 23 ENVIRONMENT AND ANIMAL ETHICS 
Singer PA. All Animals Are Equal,” in: “Animal Liberation” ed. Peter Singer 1990. 
 
Frey RG. The Case Against Animal Rights. In: “Animal Rights and Human Obligations” 
2nd Ed. Singer PA and Regan T Eds. Prentice Hall 1989. Pg. 115-118 
 
Quammen D. “Who Swims with Tuna? Confronting the Intricate Moral Ambivalence of 
Canned Fish” in “The Boilerplate Rhino” 1999. pgs. 65-71 
 
Solomon C. Whalers, Foes both driven by spiritual beliefs” in: Seattle Times. Thursday 
May 20, 1999 pg. A1. 
 
FRI APRIL 25 NO RECITATION 
 
MON APRIL 28 HEALTH CARE: ALLOCATION AND JUSTICE 
Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine Part Two, Section 1: Justice and Healthcare pgs. 145-
177 
 
READING DAYS (DATE/TIME TBA) - OPTIONAL REVIEW 
 
MAY 5-13 FINALS TAKE HOME EXAM 

DUE IN BLACKBOARD DIGITAL DROP-BOX BY 5/13 AT 5 PM  
 


