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WELCOME BACK

Welcome back to all fellow-HSOC students from the HSOC Student Advisory
Board. We hope everyone had a relaxing yet productive summer. The advisory
board is very enthusiastic for the upcoming year and we are planning many great
social and academic events for all majors. Remember to check the HSOC website
for weekly updates:

http://hss.sas.upenn.edu/mt-static/hsoc/

And as always, if you have any questions/comments/concerns, you can email the
board at hsocsab@gmail.com

SOCIAL EVENT THURSDAY

Come to the 3rd Floor HSOC Lounge in Claudia Cohen Hall this Thursday,
October 8, from 5:30 to 7 PM. There will be free food and drinks and you will
get the chance to mingle with your fellow HSOC students and professors.

FACULTY/TA LUNCHES

FACULTY LUNCH DATES — INN AT PENN

- Dr. Robert Aronowitz (Disease and Society) Wednesday October 28"
- Dr. Ann Greene Thursday November 5™

- Dr. John Gearhart (Stem Cells, Science and Society) Tuesday November

17

- Dr. Susan Sorenson (Non-stranger Violence, Guns and Health) Wednesday

December 2

TA LUNCH DATES — HSOC LOUNGE
- Erica Dwyer Wednesday November 4

RSVP AT hsocsab@gmail.com
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Newsworthy News: Obstetrical Care at Philadelphia’s Pennsylvania Hospital
By Pavi Jaisankar

In light of recent maternity ward closures in Philadelphia, it may be interesting to learn
thehistory of obstetrical care in area hospitaBuring the 16™ century, women did not typically give
birth outside of their homes i this was something reserved for poor, unmarried women. July 17",
1965 marks the date of the first child to be born at Pennsylvania Hospital; half a century later, in
1803, the-i hdorémafieynhgy) depart ment was o
was founded, it went through a series of internal and external changes - closing in 1854 and reopening
1929 through mergers with longstanding institutions such as the Philadelphia Lying-In Charity and
Nurse Society and the State Hospital for Women and Infants. Providing inpatient services for women
giving birth was not customary until the twentieth century; a stigma of immorality, that it was a
service required only for the unfortunate and unmarried, lingered.

Today, it is often taken for granted that women deliver in maternity wards. This shift to
dependency on hospitals poses a problem for pregnant women and their families in Philadelphia 1
since 1997, thirteen maternity wards have closed in Philadelphia County, the most recent being
Temple East-Northeastern Hospital. Six remain. Bucks, Delaware, Chester, and Montgomery County
have also experienced the closing of maternity wards; Philadelphia County remains unique in that
more maternity wards have closed than have remained open.

Sources:
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/paharc/timeline/1801/tline10.html

http://www.momobile.org/ObstetricsAccess1.html

Students Taking Action in Public Health  provides a unique opportunity for students to
actively engage in a forum for public health opportunities. Through speaker events,

STAPH { Join the

new student-run community service, on-campus health awareness campaigns, and many other activities,

group geared students have a chance to be involved in a wide-range of events geared towards exploring
towards public today's most important health issues. As a new group, there is lots of room for creativity,
health and you'll have a chance to help shape the group's future. STAPH also provides many

opportunities to take on a more active leadership role. For more information about the
group or our next meeting, e-mail us at pennstaph@gmail.com. To meet us, come check out
our booth at Fall Fest!

HSOC Daily Pennsylvania Blog

Keep a lookout for a new Daily Pennsylvanian blog that will be written by HSOC students on
health topics pertinent to college students.

WHAT DID YOU DO THIS SUMMER?

The HSOC Student Advisory Board will be highlighting what majors have
accomplished this past summer. If you were involved in something exciting,
such as an internship, research project, or volunteer work, send us a
description of what you did and you will be featured in the newsletter. This
way you can get an idea of what other HSOC-ers are doing as well.
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Save The Date:
November 25, 2009 8AM-3PM

The Impact of Environment on
Pediatric Global Health
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